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Recollections of Stone's River,

Recognizing the orders of this Commandery s nbligatory
upon all companions, and having some time ngo heen ordered
to write a paper, and vpon a named subjeet, 1 proceed to give
my “recollections of the Battle of Stone's River,*

As the writer had been boarding at the expense of Jefferson
Davis® Government for some months provious to the Srone's
River campuign, he will not be able ta give many of
Henlars af the preliminary arrangements lor the baitle,

Upon rejoining his regiment, the Nintl Michigan Infantry,
al Nushville, on the 240h day of December, 1862, the regi-
ment wits assigned o Genend George 11 Thomas as the pro.
vost gnard of the ¢ col the Arvmy of the Ciomberland.

The next morning he found his Christmas present in the
form of an order placing him in command of the provost
guard of the Founrteenth Army Corps, with instructions to
report to General Thomas, and to advanee to the front on the
following morning with the center of 1he nrmy,

The Arvmy of the Cumberland had vecently been placed
under the command of Genernl W. S, Rosecimns, and had been
teorganized with o view to an advanee toward that strong-
hold,—Chatlanoogn,

The right wing ol the nemy was placed under the command
of General A, MeD, MeCook, and was composed of the
divisions of General 1, T, b, Ganernl Joff, . Davis,
and General W, Johinson.
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The eenter of the army was placed ondor e command of
Clenoenl George H. Thomas, and was compossd of the divis.
fona of Oenernl Rousseau, Genernl 0, 5 Nogley, and General
M 8, Iy

The left wing of the samy wos placed oade e eommind
of General Thomas Lo Crittenden, and was composed of the
divisions of General H. P, Van Cleve, Goneral 1% 0, Wood,
and General Johin M. Palmer,

The vavaley was ander the commaond of Geneml D5
Stanley,

M nggregnte strength of Genern] Boseemns army whs
teesk (e Crann 48,0000 e,

It owas known ro General Hoseornns Gt chie eebel army
il 13 m_... ol Muor
[reesbors, _.__m.._.._.. miles somtheast of Nashville, amd  that
Bragge had established winter quarters ot that point with «
lores of abont 45,060 men,

Ao ot elocle on the morming o Deeembor 2000, 1862, the
amy ol General Rosecrans moved oul ol eanp at Nashville,
supplied with ammunition and  ten days’ ations, and
advaneed npon the position of the enemy,

This advance was made upon the Franklin, Nolensville,
Wilson, Edmonson, Murfreesboro and Jelferson Pikes.

An evidence of the watehfulness of General Bragg is found
i the Tact that, in no diveetion had the army of Roseorans
movad two miles hefore it mes with o stubborn resistance
from the enemy ; but the army of Rosecrnns wis so full of
vigor and fighe that, althowgh the rin pouresd down in tor-

wider Gene wor wais inbrenched o the vie

rents, no eompliints wene heand, amd the enemy was pushed
bowk npon all the pikes

On the 2%th the _..._ﬂ wing, nunder Mediook, et wich o
slionge  posistnee al and ot e,
REIK vof Tt tle e o
pint,

¢l his corps in

The lefe wing also met with o strong resistunes at Laverz
and at Stewart’s Creek,  The center threatening Harvdee on
o vight, and sending troops ineither divection, as they weps
rocueired, to Toree the enemy hoels,

Thus the Avmy of the Comberiond puashed its w

i)

and over the enemy for nearly thivty miles, and antil he was

driven into his line of intrencliments belore Muorlfreeshora,
Goenernl Rosecrans having assun

I an offensive position.
Brauge looked for an actack apon his lines on the morming of
Pl Bty snd newde several demonsiestions dueing the day 1o
osh Gl paasivicn and strengthe ol the Padon Hines,

Crenerad Rosscrans divided s thoe duedng the S0th between

ilovaslopi eoposition o Breoagg's troops and establishing
his own line of batvtle,  This he did by placing Wood's divi-
shonn on the lelt of his Hey Wood's el pesting on Stone' s
River, and his right on the Nashville Pike: Palmer's
tlivision, on Wood's vighty, Negloy's division, on Palmer's
Plgehohy Shevidan®s divigion, an Nogloy s cighfs Davis’ division,
on Bheridan’s right; and the brigndes of Generals Willick
and Kirk on the rvight and venr of Davis, with Baldwin's
brigade held in reserve in vear of the vight,

Gleneral Van Cleve was held in reserve on the west bank of
the river in rear of the lefr.

Gleneral Roussean was held in veserve in renr of the center.

The trend of this Hoe wos oo nocthwest and sonthenst
direction, and conformed to the rebel lne of battle,

Beage's lelt wing was on the west side ol Stone's River, and
wis commanled by Genernl Polk, nnd consisted of the divi
stons of Genern] Wichers amd Gewenl I8, F, Cheatham.

PBonpe's richt wing was on the onst side of the river, and
e ol bhe divisions of e
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MaCown®s division wos held fooeeserve boomene ol P relel
tanler,

And Jackson's toops were held o vesoeve Do senr ol the
hit.

Wheeler's rebel cavilry was operating on
W ton's rebel

This was substa

relel ri

gl sl

___._______. wits hielel on the vebel lefl,
ly the position ol the enemy when

mernl Rosecrans established iz own lines and  ssned his

i

1 the enemy’s
left and helding it in position, while with his own left and
center Lo woonld aetels the enemy™s eight Hank and center
and drive him into (he woods west of Murlveeshoro, while T
would move into the town amd hold it

O the morning of the Slst, General Hoseerans issued an
weldhveas b the soldioms ol the Army of the Camberlnnd, which
wis disteibuted to the troops, in which he soid:

“Boldiers, the oyes of the whole nation ave npan you, the
vory fote of the nation moy be said to hang on this day's
battle,  Be troe, then, to yourselves, trne to yonr own manly
ehinrneter and soldierly reputation, true (o the love of yonr
denr ones at home, whose prayers ascend to God this day
for your =i

ess, e cool, do not thirow awny vour live, close
stencily in npon yvour enemy, and when yon get within
charging distance, rush npon him with the bavoner,”

The Ninth Michigan Inlantey, o
position at General Thowmns’ headguarters

e, wis in

roul the

+oprnviasl

centre, and che wri

rwns ovenpied in reading this stirving

:__T_.S .___ e .._:_._.__._.., :;_ _._.__,
ol b e Fgeing
sproneli ol a
lot ol feamsters, riding their harmessed mules on o keen ran

uppeal to the valor amd  pat
Ay of the Combeeland, aned in
bodtle, when his attention was divected o the

to, the vear, and in advanes of the ronning mules was one
particular negro, who, thongh very blaek, had an absolute
Pt e e s concndenenee, o st Tore oelos ol fomge

=
i

protrding from his month, his eves bulging neavly out of
his hewd, 11 any componion s ey Vo dntensely tived
and frightened darkey he can deaw the pietuve for himself

Following this advanee of alarmist, erving “all is lost,”
e first, covalvymen, then teams ent loose Trom w
with each mule beaving from two to three viders, then eame
panic-stricleen infantrymen,

It being a part of the writer's dury to prevent straggling,
and to keep men with their respective commands, he sent out
details to piek up these terrified troops, but the picking np
goon beeame pretty lively business, nnd he fonnd it necessary
to place the Ninth Michigan in line of battle nevoss the Nasli-
ville Pike, extending its flanks to the utmost limit, and he
was none too soon in this movement. Cavalry, artillery,
infantry, suttlors and camp lollowers enme rushing with the
foree ol a eyclone, and the Ninth Michigan was ordered to
fix bayonets and charge upon this panic-stricken mass of
men.

The charge was made, and the resnlt was gratifying, the
stampede was cheslked and the fleeing moss o troops were
halted, patin lne fueing the enemy, until o foree of some
thousands of infantry, eight pieces of artillery and several
hondred eavalry were placed in a favorable position, from
which this vecently tervified foree severnl thmes repulsed the
chavges of he poswing enemy, and finally, after General
Wallker, with his brigade, including the Foweth Michigan
Arvtillery, came Torwned from Stewarl's ( we weére
enabled to drive the enemy back to his lines, and to some
axtent relieve the right of Roseerans” Avmy, alter which, the
troops which had been driven from MeCool's vight, were
enabled to vejoin their command, and subseguently, awd
before the battle onded, exhibited as wuch bravery, heroism
and fighting qualities as the best Ameriean soldiers,
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General Broagg, somehow, seemed to hove abont the sime
idea of the divection of the impending bottle that Rosearmns
had, except that Bragg aimed to rash upon the Foedoral right
flanls and rear, ancd ot on the Uwdon Hoe ol conomoanienlion
with Nashville

With this object in view Drmgg, during the nighs of the
aoeh, withdvew Clebmen's division Trom his right and ploced
i Lhe lelt of Cheathmm, and withdrew MeCown'= divis-
ion Trom the veserve and placed ivon the lelt of Cleb
bevond MeCown placed his cava
el W hartom,

I
bim o commaned ol Clese Brcops on e |

it

, andd

vober command ol en-

| ..._.—
[ ol Pall, with
instrnetions to abaelk Che Federad Dne on the vight thank ool
AITER A

"
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Hew position ol PBrnge's 1

sy alsa enlld 1 a [eanm h ol

e it awn al

i
least 0 mile beyond the Federal right, leaving his own vigh
to b protected ad held by Brackenyvidge division, soppor
by Adams.

As enrly asg 6 o cloek on the morning of the 515t Wharton's
cavalry had, without being dizcovered, passed around Rose-
crams’ right, and reached the Wilkinson Pike nearly two
miles in vear of the lines of battle us hud been sstablished by
Roseorans and Brngg,

From this position the enemy mule n desperats charge,
with n Toven of over 2,000 cavaley, upon the nnprepaved
brigandes of Generals Kirk and Willick,

This bold chavge of the enemy threw Kirk™s nnd Williek's
des into disorder nned conlusion,

Williek was so [ar in vear of his command when this dash

1| e ool s loll o

w Ehat the resistnes
matcles Dy Diis Drigodde was withont any order o coneert of

ol the anemy wias crepan his e

H

aebdonn, ondl SWIHek Bimsell, el

Begen to give very imperative ords

el Lines,
g in his peculioy 1
whon (as it wonld seem), oot ol consiceration Tor his
anly his horse was shot, and it wos intioeed  to him, by
troops to whom he was giving ordors, that theiy rommanding
oflicer wore n different uniform, and chat they had been
instrueted to provide guarters for him inside the rebel lines,

Willick was a prisoner, while he supposed himself eom
manding his own troops,

A the moment Wharton's eavaley rushed apon the rear ol
Willick’'s brigade, MeCown's division of fonr  brigades
ehorged wpon Willielk's ront, and ot the saane thne Clelam's
division of four brigndes eame rushing with the wsnal vebel
soll o KR single brigoed,

Notwithsumding the overwhe

a The v

col thieses birigades,

thee traops of Kivk were, Tor o time, Kept in order and  did
e elosperte f

i, bl Gronern] Kiek wis wonndded el

(RN ]

peedled 1o Teave G field, pod the vegiments ol Kirds and
Willick™s brigades were overpowersd by nnmbers, ench vegi
mental commander reporting that he was attneked in fron
aned npon either lank, and eut ofl from all support.

The troops of these brigades which had not been Killed,
eaptured or wounded were rallied upon the reserve brigade of
Baldwin, Colonel Gibson suceeeding Willick, and Colonel
Dodge succeeding Kirk, and, nnder the divection of General
Johmson, the division inflicted considerable punishment npon
the enemy, but were finally foreed back a distance of two
miles to the Noshville Pike,

Following the defeat of Jolmson's division the troops ol
Clebmrn Tell upon Davis® flank and rear, while Cheatham
nesndled his front, Being attwelkoad Trom thee directions,
Pavis with a good deal of diMenlty Tell back and Tormed his
thivigion on o line ot vight angles with Sheridan
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At the angle of these Hues the eneiny brought to bear his
heavy forees, including several batteries, and seemed to put
forch his greatest efforts,

Sovernl desperate chavges were mde which were hand-
somely repulsed.  Towas o chorging upon this point tha
the rebel General Vauglion lost over o thivd of his b
and every horse bur three n his conmmand.

andda,

t ihe strengih

of the rebel lines was too great 1o be longer withstoml, and,

Being again Hanked, Davis with wooeh ditlie
the contlict, which left Sluy
Crentment, lieving toomeed adtaels Teom adl divestions, w
idid manfally, frequently repudsiing the enemy and inllieting

Iy drew ank of

nn' s dlvision o sal

tervible punishment npon him, nntil, getting ont of ammuni
thon, Sheridan’s division had 1o eur it2 way through the
anemy and full back npon the Noushville Pike.

The most desperate fighting now o el om Bl ol aod
front of Negley and Palmer, upon whose divisions the enemy
seemmed to throw all his avallable loree,

The rvight wing of Rosecrans’ army, which was to hold
Polk's corps in cheelt, while with his left he was to gobble up
Brogg's right and center, having been driven from the field,
Roseerans began to realize the imminent danger of losing the
Ladtle and his army,  He therelore abandoned the olfensive,
and hastened to the center to establish o delensive position,
where, with Genernl Thomas, he aranged for establishi
line of defense ronning nearly porallel with che Nashville
Pile nnd perpendicnlne to his o I T

As oo o Thomas Towd sedoctod e gronml Tor
line hio ovdered Negley and Bovssean (w o haad B plaeaad

U LR Y

in position to aid the withdvws ) of Shevidany to withideaw o
the new Line, and ar o cimee whoen 00 seemed chan e entine
fores ol the enemy Lo ko
nndhibote hese divisions,

wierre nlw

| ._________:_._____

The task was o Jearful one, but these divisions eat e
way through the ranks of the enemy to the line where
Genernl Thomas had placed his avtillery,

This new line with Negley on the vight of Palmer, Roussean
on Negley's vight, and a portion of Van Cleve's and Wood's
division, which Rosecrans hiad hareied from his extreme lef),
had barely gotten in position, when the enemy, encouraged
by his suceess and eertain of vietory, made the most desperane
charge of the day upon this new position.

Hut the dividgions of Thomns, assisted by troops of Van
Cleve mnll Waood, and by the donblashatted guns of Loomis
and Ghuenther, vepulsed chis charge with gratifyving destrne.
tion of life. PFour times the enemy attempted o drive
Thomas from his position, and ns many times was he sent in
a dizay whirl buek into the cedars, Thomns held his position,
madntnined his line, from which, Tor the bulanee of the fight,
he put the enemy on the delensive, thus saving the day and
the Aviy ol the Comberland,

Bragg becoming satisfied that he could not earry the new
line, next made several attempts to torn Rosecrans' left, as
he had driven his rvight, but Rosecrans now having his centre
and vight in a firm position, gave his attention to his left and
repulsed the enemy as aften as he attacked him, and the lelt
aof Rosecrans’ army, by desperate lighting, was maintained
during the day.

The suecess of Bragg in driving three of Rosecrans’ divi-
180 thistanes of over two miles, nnd in driving three other

divisions Trom their lines, was alorming,  This was not

aecamplished, however, withant terriblo loss of life on both
Aitlos

The onemy lost in this day’s butede 7,000 men in Killed amld
wottided, while one loss in killed g

[ g O officers, 100, of w)

I wonnded was over
b were Killed, A

ik
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Alter s

Toss of Lile and exchansiien of o

Lhlnge, sy

b oo ey ol anel

arney owas sabistied booraloe oo res o] redle

o Gl =ikn-

Lion,
Brage hoped Hoscerans wanlid MNashvilie
sent his envaley vonnd 1o Iis vear to intevcept Dz troops and
|

destroy his frains, Rosecrans expected Bragg wonkd venew

ticd

1

¢ the

the offensive on the lollowing morning, and, consid iy
Itool the day's
Bnttle, was gquite undetermined as oo his arders Tor the mors

row, 1t

losses snstained, and the unexpected re

wnt, however,

Pl ot three o eloek on the morning of
wiere given the Ninth Miel

Jannary 1at, orders

wavte Inlandey totaloe hendonaeters
noto Nashoeille, and cooelege Ehe e

| ol all olstroetiom

axcept moving fi
el B
s 1

IRE AR R REEE AH

action ol Gloe e

streneening of 1 | s
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Lv Bosecrans, o
Pl Base

denionst
AdiLth oo o the second of Jamsey, Grenerad
boooattrnet the arteniion of 1§

rer [0

=0

s by |

lesvy conneninding on BRoseerans” vight awd son

ATTEIRE romoved Breckenridess entire Tores in

pncl with

S,

will Iosecrans’ el

[ovigonr

LWIS 100

[
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eatablished on the east side of the river: this atels was

pile with snele Poree aud A

chomasdes a8 to send Beatty's,’
Price’s and Grider's brig

s’ |

i conlision,

A Preclenvidge's oosps come pushin

__.__._

e i,

vhing lederals, to the
by Neglev's division, and Fagen's ol Cead

ars et

[

Pl = ¢ oo 8 v hiel [csim

Thie starm ol noaanl lendd Drome tluese

i Ehese e

=hort ran

senl the enemy reeling i

g, nnd Rosecrans charged e panicesteicloon rebels witl

Mil and Stanley's Lrigades, capturing fonr guns, the
colors of o regiment, and many  prisomers: the galland
Stoughton of the Eleventh Michigan bringing in, as a frophy,
the sword of the captain of a rebel battery.

Hosecrans held this advoneed position and intrenched bis
:_:.i::_”:;:.,.._E__x::,c_.._L_:..H.T.E._,_J_:x“:__.?:_.E.::__,.:_.__

the fighting for the day, and no heavy iting was done
herealter,

Notwithatanding the peril in owhich the

v bl ot
il Lirn
it ool Muovlreesbhoro, and
sonth ol Doele Biver, lenving Rosecrnns Lhe vieror,

[

e wit]y-

s army, during the nighe of the

leesw hiis oy Teom the T el

L the

nossessnr of Morlfreesboro and somie 5,000 won

al relwls

Wy wis Roseorans ol to sueh sledis,

tncd o large part ol

al 1 in o ront, in

is arney driven from
Phe ey part of the |

b pesition, and son

le ol the S1=t7
Aiong the reagons given are:

11 '

pllist—The line of MeCook, the vight of the army, was in

oreat fanlt, and he was too obstinate to correct i1 when his

Al
1

e wins ealled fo i by Rosecrans,

..:_:u:.x._,__a._._,._ was no adequate cavalry on the federal
right-te observe the movements of the enemy, the maost of thire
federal eavalry having been sent, nnder Stanley to the vid
ity of Lavergne to protect the brains,

Thivil—Rosecrans” contemplated movement npon the vebel
vight was delayed too long by Creittenden, Duat Crittenden’s
dlelow, in this case, may perhaps be aaid to have

1 _m.:_._ 11
nale, I

ime will not permit o disenssgion on this point. It

wits an agreealile surprise o Roseerns when the report came
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on the morning o the deh that the rebel pemy hind retrentad,
giving him the vietory of the batele,

The reason for Brage's vetveat, alter having nehioved who
lie vegarded nd nogreat vietory, ling never been satisloctorily
explained.

I trost it will not be reganded immodest in the weiter, ot
this remote period. to farnish the companions of this comi-
mandery,—but the information must go no further,—the
occasion which influenced Genernl Brage 1o abandon a
eliimed vietory, wml withdraw his nemy Do the Trone of
wliat Te allein Ty poeaclaimed 1
ya will b veremibered that ar 8 o' eloek an the woming aof

Wl To,

the first day of Jonuary, the Ninth Michigan Infantey wi
orilered fo open the roml 1o N

gquanters teadn In o seenve positlon, which wis s

vl too el |

accomplishml,
In the evening of the secomd day of Jannaey, The weiter
being at Nashiville, recaived an o

a Trom General Thomas to
retnrn to the front, with the Ninth Michigan and the hoad-
quarters and an ammunition train,

As early us 4 o'vlock on the morning of the Bed the Ninth
\..__q:cEm:s moved ont of Nashville lor Murfreesboro in chiarge
of the trains, also having nnder its command as many of the
routed troops of MeCook's corps who had veached Nashville
as could be collected,

On reaching Lavergne, we fonnd Colonel Innis’ command
in line of battle, nwaiting a threstened ateack Trom Wheeler's
cavalry, which attnek was abondoned by WY the
appearanee —apprently in support ol Innis—al tha !
Michiczan  with  MeCool’s  shmgelers  and s vmdn of

T

24

HARTR LRI I

Y Wheeler not oy alamdomn] his o
(|

being sent 10 Rosecrans from Nashville. Naoother troops

Pcle wpnon linds, Dl

hastened o report o Bragg il wr pednlorceinents wers

-

came to osecrans [rom Noshville on the S0, and the inlor
ence is at least o fair one, that he rveferred to the Ninth
Michigan,

Glemoral Bragg, in his official veport says:  Reports lrom
Brigadier-General Wheeler satisfied me that the enemy,
insteadd of retiring, was receiving reinforcements.  Common
pradence and the safety of my army, upon which even the
sty of onr eanse depended, lelt ne doubt in my mind as fo
the necessity of my withdrawal from so unequal a contest.”

Thus, you see, that not only was Innis saved by the oppor-
tune nevlval of the Ninth Michigan ab Lavergne, but Wheaslor
wiiad #0 Tpressed with its extended columns as to indoee him
to hasten wo oveport to Bageg of its mareh to o reinfloves
B

History has recorded the resule of the battle: and when-
i oveler to the published histovies of the battle of
one's River, and rend the message of the General-in-Chisfl
Lo the beave commandor of the Army of the Comberboud, ox.
pressive of the results of the battle, saying, *' the victory wos
well enrned and one of the most brilliant of the war; you and
your brave army have won the gratitnde of your country and
the admiration of the world,” —and read the congratulatory
iessage of the great Lincoln to the gallant Hoseerans, &:
which he says: * Your despatch, announcing the retreat of
enemy, hong just reached here. God bless you, and all with
vou, Please tender to all, and aceept for vourself, the
Nation's gratitude for your and cheir skill, endaranee and
diuntless conrage,” —don't forget the Ninth Michigan Infan-
tev's velien to the Tront,

aver y
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